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Application/Control Number: 09/961.218 
Art Unit: 2145 

1. Claims 1-21 are pending, 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more clainris particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject nnatter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 16. 17, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112. 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

4. The term "unique identifiers" in claims 1, 2. 3. 4, 9, 10, 11, 16, 17, and 18 is a 
relative term which renders the claim indefinite. The term "unique identifiers" is not 
defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the 
requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of 
the scope of the invention. Specification define UID as media access control (MAC) 
address, serial number, service tag or any other suitable UID, using the term "unique 
identifier" to define itself provides an indefinite definition of the term make it unclear 
what is a "unique identifier". 

5. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 
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6. Claim 10 recites the limitation "the program product of Claim 8" in the 1®^ line. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It is assumed this is 
a typo and for the purpose of this office action claim 10 will depend from independent 
claim 9, and claim 1 1 will continue to depend from claim 1 1 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, 15, 16, 17, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

103(a) as being unpatentable over Blumenau (U.S. Patent 6,631,442) in view of 

Solvason (U.S. Patent 6,003,073). 



8. For claim 1 , Blumenau teaches, a method for automatically naming hosts in a 
distributed data processing system, the method comprising: 

receiving unique identifiers (UIDS) from multiple hosts in communication with a 
cluster controller; (See Blumenau, Col. 23 lines 40-46) 

receiving user input from a first host among the multiple hosts; (See Blumenau, 
Col. 22 lines 54-60) 
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in response to receiving the user input from the first host, associating a first host 
name with the UID for the first host; (See Blumenau. Col. 22 lines 54-67) 

receiving user input from a second host among the multiple hosts; and(See 
Blumenau. Col. 22 lines 54-60) 

repeating the operations of receiving replies from hosts, associating host names 
with UIDs, and causing hosts to produce completion signals, until each of the multiple 
hosts has been named, such that the user input dictates the order in which host names 
are assigned to the multiple hosts. (See Blumenau, Col. 22 lines 54-60) 

Blumenau fails to teach, in response to receiving the UIDs, causing the multiple hosts to 
produce ready signals; 

after associating the first host name with the UID for the first host, causing the 
first host to produce a completion signal; 

Solvason teaches, in response to receiving the UIDs. causing the multiple hosts to 
produce ready signals; (See Solvason, Col. 5 lines 8-14) 

after associating the first host name with the UID for the first host, causing the 
first host to produce a completion signal; (See Solvason, Col. 5 lines 14-21) 

It would be obvious of one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the system of Blumenau with the method of Solvason because Solvason adds 
the ability to add video across the network during a computer installation and both 
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disclose communicate over the network to control devices. (See Solvason, abstract and 
Col. 2 lines 30-39) and (See Blumenau. Col. 2 lines 61 to Col. 3 line 3) 

9. For claim 2, Blumenau-Solvason teaches, the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
operation of associating a first host name with the UID for the first host comprises: 

in response to receiving the user input from the first host, transmitting data to the 
first host; and (See Blumenau. Col. 22 lines 59-67) 

after transmitting the data to the first host, receiving a reply from the first host, 
such that the first host name is associated with the UID for the first host in further 
response to the reply. (See Blumenau, Col. 23 lines 25-39) 

The same motivation that was utilized in the rejection of claim 1 , applies equally as well 
to claim 2. 

10. For claim 3, Blumenau-Solvason teaches, the method of claim 2, further 
comprising: 

providing the cluster controller with a host-name index, wherein: (See Blumenau, 
Col. 23 lines 25-39 and lines 53-62) 

the operation of transmitting data to the first host comprises transmitting the host-name 
index to the first host; (See Blumenau, Col. 22 lines 54-60) 

the operation of receiving a reply from the first host comprises receiving an 
incremented host-name index from the first host; and (See Blumenau, Col. 23 lines 53- 
60) 
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the operation of associating a host name with the DID for the first host 
comprises using the host-name index to generate the host name to be associated with 
the UID for the first host. (See Blumenau, Col. 22 lines 54-60 and Col. 23 lines 25-39) 
The same motivation that was utilized in the rejection of claim 2, applies equally as well 
to claim 3. 

11. For claim 8, Blumenau-Solvason teaches, the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
operation of causing the first host to produce a completion signal comprises producing 
an audible signal to indicate that the first host has been named. 

The same motivation that was utilized in the rejection of claim 1 , applies equally as well 
to claim 8. (See Solvason, Col. 4 line 67 to Col. 5 line 12) 

1 2. Claims 9, 1 0, 1 1 , and 1 5 list all the same elements of claims 1,2,3, and 8, but in 
apparatus form rather than method form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the 
rejection to claims 1 , 2, 3, and 8 applies equally as well to claim 9, 10, 1 1 , and 15. 

13. Claims 16, 17, and 18 list all the same elements of claims 1, 2, and 3, but in 
system form rather than method form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the 
rejection to claims 1 , 2, and 3 applies equally as well to claim 16, 17, and 18. 
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14. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Blumenau-Solvason as applied to claims 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10. 11, 15, 16, 17, and 18 above, 
and further in view of Nixon et al, (U.S. Patent 6,098,1 16 referred to as Nixon). 

15. For claim 4, Blumenau-Solvason teaches, the method of claim 2, further 
comprising: 

providing the cluster controller with a host-name index and a host-name root; 
and (See Blumenau, Col. 23 lines 25-39) 

causes the multiple hosts to transmit the UIDs to the cluster controller; (See 
Blumenau, Col. 22 lines 54-60) 

receives the index in the data from the cluster controller, increments the index, 
and transmits the incremented index to the cluster controller in the reply; and(See 
Blumenau, Col. 23 lines 7-10 and lines 53-60) 

the operation of associating a host name with the UID for the first host 
comprises using the host-name root and the host-name index to generate the host 
name to be associated with the UID for the first host. (See Blumenau, Col. 23 lines 25- 
39) 

Blumenau-Solvason fails to teach, providing the multiple hosts with auto-naming logic, 
wherein: and the auto-naming logic 
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Nixon teaches, providing the multiple hosts with auto-naming logic, wherein: and the 
auto-naming logic (See Nixon Col. 31 line 54 to Col, 32 Line 20) 

It would be obvious of one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the system of Blumenau-Solvason with the method of Nixon because Nixon 
provides for programming field devices from a remote location removing the need to be 
at the location of the field device. (See Nixon Col. 2 line 2 to Col. 3 line 3) (See 
Solvason, abstract and Col. 2 lines 30-39) and (See Blumenau, Col. 2 lines 61 to Col. 3 
line 3) 

16. Claims 5. 7, 12, 14, 19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Blumenau-Solvason as applied to claims 1,2,3,8,9.10,11,15,16, 

17, and 18 above, and further in view of Foster et al. (U.S. Patent 6,378,068 referred to 
as Foster). 

17. For claim 5, Blumenau-Solvason fails to teaches, the method of claim 1 , wherein 
the operation of causing the multiple hosts to produce ready signals comprises 
activating light emitting diodes (LEDs) on the multiple hosts to indicate that the multiple 
hosts are ready to be named. 

Foster teaches, the method of claim 1 , wherein the operation of causing the multiple 
hosts to produce ready signals comprises activating light emitting diodes (LEDs) on the 
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multiple hosts to indicate that the multiple hosts are ready to be named. (See Foster, 
Col. 52 lines 8-14) 

It would be obvious of one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the system of Blumenau-Solvason with the method of Foster because Foster 
provides for the use of a laptop making means for a mobile solution and resuming 
operation without rebooting. (See Foster Col. 1 lines 19-30) and (See Blumenau, Col. 
2 lines 27-43) 

18. For claim 7, Blumenau-Solvason fails to teaches, the method of claim 1 , wherein 
the operation of causing the first host to produce a completion signal comprises 
deactivating a light emitting diode (LED) on the first host. 

Foster teaches, the method of claim 1 . wherein the operation of causing the first host to 
produce a completion signal comprises deactivating a light emitting diode (LED) on the 
first host. (See Foster, Col. 52 lines 14-21) 

The same motivation that was utilized in the rejection of claim 5, applies equally as well 
to claim 7. 

19. Claims 12, and 14 list all the same elements of claims 5, and 7, but in apparatus 
form rather than method form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to 
claims 5, and 7 applies equally as well to claim 12. and 14. 
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20. Claims 19, and 21 list all the same elements of claims 5, and 7, but in system 
form rather than method fonn. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to 
claims 5, and 7 applies equally as well to claim 19. and 21 . 

21. Claims 6, 13, and 20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Blumenau-Solvason as applied to claims 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, 15, 16, 17, and 18 above, 
and further in view of Gussin (CD-ROM Professional, August 1 , 1995, Volume, 8, Issue 
8). 

22. For claim 6, Blumenau-Solvason fails to teach, the method of claim 1 , wherein 
the operation of receiving user input from the first host comprises detecting that a disk 
has been inserted into a disk drive of the first host. 

Gussin shows, the method of claim 1 , wherein the operation of receiving user input from 
the first host comprises detecting that a disk has been inserted into a disk drive of the 
first host. (See Gussin, Paragraphs 1 , 2 and 3 under the heading Autoplay) 

It would be obvious of one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the system of Blumenau-Solvason with the methods discussed by Gussin 
because Gussin discusses the improvements made to the windows over current 
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versions. (See Blumenau, Col. 3 line 7-16) and (See Gussin, Paragraphs 1-4 at the start 
of the article) 

23. Claim 1 3 list all the same elements of claim 6, but in apparatus form rather than 
method form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claims 6 applies 
equally as well to claim 13. 

24. Claim 20 list all the same elements of claims 6, but in system form rather than 
method form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claims 6 applies 
equally as well to claim 20. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Tawil et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 20020087727) 
disclose a system of naming devices using the MAC address of the device. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Helliwell (U.S. Patent 6751667) discloses UUID and WWN. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Wilson (U.S. Patent 6697875) discloses a database of all the 
device on the network using IDs. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Muller et al. (U.S. Patent 6256740) discloses the creation of 
global unique id creation. 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Klots et al. (U.S. Patent 6173313) discloses a system of hashing 
ID of the device connected to the system. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Lister et al. (U.S. Patent 6167446) discloses a system that 
provides name resolution on a network. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Jeffries et al. (U.S. Patent 6009479) discloses a system as 
devices enter the network they are given a unique id. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Herriot (U.S. Patent 5862331) discloses a system the 
dynamically binds the address of a computer to a name. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Narita (U.S. Patent 5376751) discloses a system that does 
autoplay of information on a disk. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ajay M Bhatia whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
3906. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on (571)-272-3896. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



